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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 

T�� ���������� �������

Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 

C��������� � ���������� ����� 

Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
 
D������� �� N��������� ����� ��� ������� 

Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

Solomon	Islands	Electoral	Commission	has	developed	
a	 code	of	 conduct/election	media	policy	 for	 all	 local	
and	international	media	representatives	reporting	the	
National	General	Election.	This	code	of	conduct/policy	
is	designed	to	balance	the	complementary	role	of	the	
Commission	and	its	officers,	with	those	of	the	media	in	
a	democratic	society.	

Introduction
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 

T�� ���������� �������

Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

ELECTION SPOKESPEOPLE

Interviews	can	be	sought	with	Chief	
Electoral	Officer,	Mr	Polycarp	Haununu	and	
other	senior	SIEC	staff.

The	Electoral	Commission	Information	and	Awareness	Team	is	the	media	
point	of	contact	for	all	interviews/comment	from	spokespeople,	and	as	
well	as	other	election	officials	or	issues:	
Office   : (+677) 21461
Philothea Ruaeho : (+677) 740 2960
Ben McNair  : (+677) 749 5283
Jimmy Isu  : (+677) 747 3061

The	Electoral	Commission	will	distribute	frequent	media	releases.	To	be	
added	to	the	contact	lists,	please	email:	
pruaeho@siec.gov.sb

Chief Electoral Officer 
Mr Polycarp Haununu
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

MEDIA CENTRE / BRIEFINGS

The	Electoral	Commission	will	set	up	a	media	centre	as	a	central	
location	for	media	to	gather	news	from	the	Electoral	Commission	–	
location	to	be	advised.

The	Electoral	Commission	aims	to	provide	media	briefings:
•	 as	required	in	the	lead-up	to	the	election	
•	 frequently	or	daily	in	the	week	prior	to	election	day
•	 Three	to	four	times	daily	during	the	count	as	results	are	delivered	

directly	to	the	Electoral	Commission	by	Returning	Officers	
(expected	to	be	between	24hours	and	four	days	after	polling	day).	

MEDIA ACCREDITATION

Media	representatives	wishing	to	access	the	media	centre	and	counting	
stations,	 and	polling	 station	environs	must	be	accredited	by	 the	Chief	
Electoral	Officer.	Accreditation	forms	are	issued	from	the	Office	of	the	
Electoral	Commission.		Accreditation	will	also	assist	media	representatives	
to	identify	themselves	to	election	officials.

Photo	 ID	media	 accreditation	badges	will	 be	 issued	 to	 journalists	 and	
must	be	worn	at	all	times	at	the	media	centre,	environs	of	polling	stations	
and	in	counting	centres.	

MEDIA PASS 
Accredited Media Representative

NAME: John Ramo
ORGANISATION: Solomon News
SIGNATURE: ...................................................
Authorised by 
Chief Electoral Officer: ...................................
       Mr Polycarp Haununu  
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 

T�� ������ ������� 

To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 

C��������� � ���������� ����� 

Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

All	broadcast,	print	and	online	journalists,	both	international	and	local,	
are	required	by	the	Solomon	Islands	Electoral	Commission	to	apply	for	
official	accreditation	that	enables	them	to	access	registration	centres,	
polling	stations	and	SIEC	press	conferences.	

	1.		 Role	of	Media	Representatives

	The	Solomon	Islands	Electoral	Commission	acknowledges	the	
important	role	that	the	media	plays	in	the	election	process.	At	all	
times,	SIEC	endeavors	to	provide	journalists	with	the	information	that	
they	need,	in	a	timely	and	efficient	manner.
1.1.	 In	signing	this	Code	of	Conduct	the	SIEC	agrees	to:

1.1.1.	 Hold	regular	briefings	for	journalists,	updating	them	on	SIEC’s		
	 activities

1.1.2.	 Respond	to	media	inquiries	in	a	timely	and	efficient	matter

1.1.3.	 Where	possible,	facilitate	access	to	SIEC	sites	and	officials,	and

1.1.4.	 Provide	the	media	with	access	to	results	as	quickly	as	is		 	
	 practicable	under	Solomon	Islands	law	and	established	electoral		
	 conventions

1.2.	 In	signing	this	Code	of	Conduct	the	journalist	agrees	to:
	 1.2.1.		Act	with	rigor	and	professionalism,	complying	with	all		
	 												electoral	laws	and	regulations	and	promoting	democratic		
	 												principles
	 1.2.2.		Report	on	the	National	Election	with	balance	and					
																										neutrality,	and
	 1.2.3.		Report	fairly	and	accurately	on	the	registration,	voting	

CODE OF CONDUCT : JOURNALISTS
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

and	counting	process	and	avoid	prejudice.

During	the	election,	a	media	representative	may:
2.1.	 Move	freely	around	the	area	outside	a	polling	station,	without		
	 obstructing	voters	from	entering	or	leaving	the	polling	station

2.2.	 Request	to	take	photographs/videos	outside	of	polling	stations		
	 with	the	permission	of	all	persons	included	in	the		 	 	
	 photograph/video
	
2.3.	 Ask	electors	for	an	interview	once	they	have	voted.	All		 	
												interviews	must	be	requested	and	conducted	outside	the	polling						
	 station

2.4.	 Interview	an	Agent,	Observer	or	Presiding	Officer,	if	the	person		
	 agrees		to	this,	outside	the	station.

2.5.	 Enter	a	polling	station	for	a	specific,	agreed	purpose	such	as	to		
	 photograph/film	a	candidate	casting	his	or	her	ballot.	This	may		
	 only	occur	with	the	express	consent	of	the	Presiding	Officer	and		
	 the	person	being	filmed	or	photographed	and	if	this	does	not		
	 disrupt	the	registration,	display	or	polling	processes	in	any	way		
	 or	violate	the	confidentiality	of	registration	data	and	the		
	 secrecy	of	the	vote.

2.6.	 Observe	the	securing	of	materials	for	overnight	storage,	follow	
	 the	vehicle	carrying	election	materials	to	the	SIEC	counting		
	 centre,	and	observe	recipt	of	materials.

2.7.	 Enter	a	counting	centre	for	a	specific,	agreed	purpose	but	only		
	 with	the	express	consent	of	the	Returning	Officer	in	accordance		
	 with	section	47	of	the	Act.	This	may	occur	only	if	this	does	not		
	 disrupt	the	counting	in	any	way	or	violate	the	secrecy	of	votes.	
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 

D������������ �� ����� ��� E������� 

Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 

T�� ���������� �������

Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 

C��������� � ���������� ����� 

Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

2.8.	 Report	on	results	as	they	are	declared	by	the	Returning	Officer		
	 in	accordance	with	Section	55	of	the	National	Parliament		 	
	 Electoral	Provisions	Act,	provided	the	results	are	reported	as		
	 being	“provisional”	or	“unofficial”	results.

  3. Responsibilities of Media Representatives

A media representative must not:
3.1.	 Seek	to	conduct	interviews	of	any	kind	inside	polling	stations	or		
	 counting	centres

3.2.	 Film	or	photograph	the	front	of	any	ballot	paper,	whether	blank		
	 or	marked

3.3.	 Film,	photograph	or	interview	any	individual	registrant/voter	or		
	 Polling		Official	without	her/his	consent.

3.4.	 Film,	photograph	or	record	electors’	details	when	announced	in		
	 polling		stations

3.5.	 Film,	photograph	or	copy	the	electoral	register	or	any	other		
	 document,	which	would	infringe	on	the	privacy	of	voters.

3.6.	 Do	any	other	thing	that	might	compromise	the	secrecy	of	votes	
or		 	 interfere	with	voting	in	any	way

  4. Conduct at Polling Places

While	at	a	polling	place,	counting	station	or	other	SIEC	site,	an	
accredited	media	representative	must:
4.1.	 Introduce	themselves	to	the	electoral	official	in	charge	at	the		
	 polling		stations	and	counting	centres	upon	arrival
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 

E������� ��������� 

Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

4.2.	 Wear	their	Electoral	Commission	media	accreditation	at	all			
	 times

4.3.	 Comply	with	all	instructions	of	electoral	officials	and	police	on		
	 duty	given	during	electoral	proceedings.

4.4.	 Media	representatives,	like	electoral	officials,	are	also	subject	to		
	 the	provisions	of	applicable	electoral	and	other	legislation	when		
	 in		attendance	at	electoral	proceedings.

  5. Media Interviews

Media	representatives	are	not	permitted	to	interview	any	registrant/
voter,	Agent,	Observer	or	Registration/Polling	Official	inside	the	Station.	
They	may	interview	the	Presiding	Officer	as	the	representative	of	the	
team	of	Officials	with	her/his	consent,	but	only	outside	the	Station,	if	
activities	within	the	station	permit	this.	

During	interviews,	the	Presiding	Officer	may	respond	to	general	factual	
questions,	but	may	not	offer	interpretations	or	opinions.	The	following	
guidelines	should	be	followed.
5.1.	 Presiding	Officers	may	respond	to	general,	factual	questions		
	 such	as:
	 5.1.1.	 Registration,	display	and	polling	procedures
	 5.1.2.	 Registrant/voter	turnout	in	the	Station
	 5.1.3.	 Duties	as	a	Registration/Polling	Official

5.2.	 Presiding	Officers	may	not	offer	interpretations	or	opinions,		
	 such	as:
	 5.2.1.	 Interpret	results	on	a	local,	regional	or	national	basis
	 5.2.2.	 Comment	on	voting	trends	or	expected	outcomes
	 5.2.3.	 Offer	political	commentary	on	political	entities,		 	
	 	 candidates	or	the	election
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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……………………………….......................
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.

 

12

Code Of Conduct : Media

ORGANISATION CHART

ELECTORAL COMMISSION
Chairman	and	two	Commissioners	
appointed	by	the	Governor	General

 OFFICE OF THE 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Managed	by	the	Chief	Electoral	Officer
Responsible	for	operational	conduct	of	the	election.

ELECTORAL MANAGERS (10)
One	for	each	province	one	Honiara	City	Council.	Appointed	
by	Electoral	Commission.	Responsible	for	coordination	at	

each	province.

RETURNING OFFICERS (50)
One	for	each	constituency.	Responsible	for	conduct	
of	the	election	at	the	constituency	level:	nominations,	

recruiting	polling	officials,	polling	stations,	and	the	count	
and	declaration	of	result.

ASSISTANT RETURNING OFFICERS (100)
Two	assisting	each	Returning	Officer

PRESIDING OFFICERS (900+)
One	in	charge	of	each	Polling	Station

POLLING ASSISTANTS (1800+)
Two	assisting	each	Presiding	Officer
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
 
D������� �� N��������� ����� ��� ������� 

Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Date Day after the Last Day of which the Governor General's Notice may be issued

07-‐Oct-‐14 Tue 43 0 Governor	  General	  by	  	  Notice	  appoint	  Date	  for	  Election	  [Sect.	  24]
08-‐Oct-‐14 Wed 42 1 Election	  Notice	  to	  be	  published	  in	  each	  ward[	  sect.25]	  Nomination	  opens	  on	  this	  day
09-‐Oct-‐14 Thu 41 2
10-‐Oct-‐14 Fri 40 3
11-‐Oct-‐14 Sat 39 4
12-‐Oct-‐14 Sun 38 5
13-‐Oct-‐14 Mon 37 6
14-‐Oct-‐14 Tue 36 7 Last	  Day	  of	  Returning	  Officer's	  Notice	  Published	  [Sect.	  25	  (1)]
15-‐Oct-‐14 Wed 35 8
16-‐Oct-‐14 Thu 34 9
17-‐Oct-‐14 Fri 33 10
18-‐Oct-‐14 Sat 32 11
19-‐Oct-‐14 Sun 31 12
20-‐Oct-‐14 Mon 30 13
21-‐Oct-‐14 Tue 29 14
22-‐Oct-‐14 Wed 28 15 Last	  Day	  of	  Delivery	  of	  Nomination	  Papers	  (Closed)	  [Sect.25	  (1)(b)]
23-‐Oct-‐14 Thu 27 16
24-‐Oct-‐14 Fri 26 17 Returning	  Officer's	  List	  of	  Candidates	  Published	  [Sect.29]
25-‐Oct-‐14 Sat 25 18 Last	  Day	  of	  Withdrawal	  of	  Candidature	  [Sect.	  30]
26-‐Oct-‐14 Sun 24 19
27-‐Oct-‐14 Mon 23 20
28-‐Oct-‐14 Tue 22 21
29-‐Oct-‐14 Wed 21 22
30-‐Oct-‐14 Thu 20 23
31-‐Oct-‐14 Fri 19 24
01-‐Nov-‐14 Sat 18 25
02-‐Nov-‐14 Sun 17 26
03-‐Nov-‐14 Mon 16 27
04-‐Nov-‐14 Tue 15 28
05-‐Nov-‐14 Wed 14 29
06-‐Nov-‐14 Thu 13 30
07-‐Nov-‐14 Fri 12 31
08-‐Nov-‐14 Sat 11 32
09-‐Nov-‐14 Sun 10 33
10-‐Nov-‐14 Mon 9 34
11-‐Nov-‐14 Tue 8 35 Returning	  Officer's	  Final	  Notice	  [Sect.	  33]
12-‐Nov-‐14 Wed 7 36
13-‐Nov-‐14 Thu 6 37
14-‐Nov-‐14 Fri 5 38
15-‐Nov-‐14 Sat 4 39 Last	  Day	  of	  Appointing	  Polling	  Agents	  [Sec.	  35(2)]
16-‐Nov-‐14 Sun 3 40
17-‐Nov-‐14 Mon 2 41 Last	  Day	  of	  Appointing	  Counting	  Agents	  [Sect.	  44(2)]
18-‐Nov-‐14 Tue 1 42

19-‐Nov-‐14 ELECTION DAY

NATIONAL PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL ELECTIONS 2014

Wednesday

ELECTION SCHEDULE
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 

E������� ��������� 

Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.

 

16

Code Of Conduct : Media



T�� S������ I������ ��������� ������ 

The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 

E������� ��������� 

Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 

T�� ������ ������� 

To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 

D������������ �� ����� ��� E������� 

Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 

T�� ���������� �������

Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 

C��������� � ���������� ����� 

Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
 
D������� �� N��������� ����� ��� ������� 

Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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ELECTION PENALTIES 

The following list gives more 
information about election 
offences. References are to 
appropriate sections of the 
Provisions. This is not a complete 
list of all election offences. 

•	 Voting	more	than	once.	
Maximum	fine	$3000	or	three	
months	imprisonment	or	both.	
[Sec.	7(2)]	

•	 Any	corrupt	or	illegal	
practice	done	by	the	elected	
candidate	or	his	agent	shall	
render	the	election	of	such	
candidate	invalid.	[Sec.	66(1)]	

•	 Giving	false	answers	to	
questions	(as	prescribed	in	Sec.	
38(c))	put	to	a	person	applying	
for	a	ballot	paper.	Maximum	
fine	$3000	or	3	months	
imprisonment	or	both.	[Sec.	67]	

•	 Forging,	counterfeiting,	
fraudulently	defacing,	or	
destroying	a	ballot	paper	or	the	
official	mark	on	it.	Maximum	
fine	$5000	or	6	months	

imprisonment	or	both.	[Sec.	
68(1)(b)]	

•	 Supplying	ballot	papers	to	
any	person	without	authority.	
Maximum	fine	$5000	or	6	
months	imprisonment	or	both.	
[Sec.	68(1)(c)]	

•	 Fraudulently	taking	a	
ballot	paper	out	of	any	polling	
station.	Maximum	fine	$5000	or	
6	months	imprisonment	or	both.	
[Sec.	68(1)(d)]	

•	 Destroying,	taking,	
opening	or	otherwise	interfering	
with	a	ballot	box	or	a	packet	of	
ballot	papers	without	authority.	
Maximum	fine	$5000	or	6	
months	imprisonment	or	both.	
[Sec.	68(1)(e)]	

•	 Interfering	with	an	
elector	when	casting	his	vote	
or	obtaining	information	from	
him	as	to	the	candidate	he	is	or	
has	voted	for	or	the	number	on	
his	ballot	paper.	(Except	when	
a	blind	or	disabled	person	must	
tell	their	choice	to	the	presiding	
officer,	as	provided	by	law.)	
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 
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Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 
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To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 
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A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 
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Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 
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Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 
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Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
 
D������� �� N��������� ����� ��� ������� 

Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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Code Of Conduct : Media

Maximum	fine	$3000	or	three	
months	imprisonment	or	both.	
[Sec.	69(2)]
•	 Failing	to	keep	the	
secrecy	of	the	vote.	Maximum	
fine	$3000	or	three	months	
imprisonment	or	both.	[Sec.	
69(1)]	

•	 Bribing,	treating,	or	unduly	
influencing	a	person	as	to	his	
vote.	Maximum	fine	$5000	or	
six	months	imprisonment	or	
vote,	together	with	a	5-year	
disqualification	in	respect	of	
registration	as	an	elector,	voting,	
and	being	elected	or	being	a	
member	of	Parliament.	[Sec.	70	
and	76]	

•	 Voting	under	another	
person’s	name.	Maximum	
fine	$3000	or	three	months	
imprisonment	or	both.	[Sec.	75]	

•	 Voting	or	causing	another	
to	vote,	knowing	that	he	or	the	
other	person	is	forbidden	from	
voting.	Maximum	fine	$3000	or	
three	months	imprisonment	or	
both.	[Sec.	77(a)]	

•	 No	one,	except	a	
candidate,	may	wear	or	display	

any	card,	symbol,	or	emblem	
indicating	support	for	a	
candidate	or	a	political	party	on	
any	public	way	within	50	yards	
of	a	polling	station.	No	one	
can	make	any	public	address	
in	support	of	any	candidate	or	
political	party	within	200	yards	
of	a	polling	station.	Maximum	
fine	$1000.	[Sec.	79]	

•	 It	is	an	offence	for	a	
candidate	to	spend	more	than	
$50,000	in	an	election	campaign.	
Maximum	fine	not	exceeding	
$3000	or	imprisonment	for	a	
term	not	exceeding	3	months,	or	
both.	[Sec.	45]	
	
	
The Electoral Office should 
always obtain advice from the 
Public Prosecutor in relation 
to any electoral offence before 
responding to any alleged 
breach and this request for 
advice should be done by the 
Chief Electoral Officer.
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The unicameral (one house) Parliament of the Solomon Islands consists of 
50 electoral constituencies. One member is elected for each constituency 
under a “first past the post” voting system. That is, a candidate will be 
successfully elected when he or she secures the most votes. To vote for a 
Constituency, a person must be registered as an elector for that 
Constituency. Registered electors may only vote at the polling station 
assigned to them by the Returning Officer. If the elector attends another 
polling station, their name will not be listed on the Voter Registration list 
and they will not be able to vote. 

E������� ��������� 

Within 7 days after the Governor General’s Election Day proclamation is 
published in the Gazette, each Returning Officer will publish a “Section 25” 
notice setting out the following election timetable: 

• The date and time of the election; 

• The date, place and time for the delivery of nomination papers to 
Returning Officers (close of nominations); 

• The date, place and time for undertaking the “Ballot Paper Draw”; 

• The place and time within which a candidate may provide a written 
withdrawal of his or her nomination to the Returning Officer. 

T�� ������ ������� 

To obtain a ballot paper, a registered elector must attend the issuing table 
at their assigned polling station. At this table, the elector’s name will be 
marked off the Register of Electors and special ink will be applied to the 
elector’s little finger before the elector is given a ballot paper containing 

the names and symbols of all candidates contesting the election. 

After receiving his or her ballot paper, the elector must retire to a voting 
compartment, mark one box on the ballot paper corresponding to the 
candidate of their choice, and insert the marked folded ballot paper into 
the ballot box prior to leaving the polling station. 

After the close of polling, Presiding Officers will be responsible for 
delivering all ballot boxes to the Returning Officer for the Constituency for 
the commencement of counting by the Returning Officer. 

B����� B�� S������� S���� 

A new system of locking ballot boxes is being introduced in polling stations 
for the 2010 National Elections to increase the security of ballot papers. 

Instead of using keyed locks for ballot boxes, or padlocks, all polling 
stations will now be issued with ballot box security seals. These security 
seals provide a new level of security for ballot boxes as the ballot box 
cannot be opened and sealed again without first breaking the security 
seal. As each security seal has a unique number engraved on it, it is very 
apparent if the seal has been changed and therefore the ballot box has 
been tampered with. 

The Presiding Officer will record the unique security seal number used to 
lock the ballot box at the beginning of polling, in the presence of polling 
agents and other witnesses. This same security seal number will be 
checked and verified at the end of polling, and again at the beginning of 
the count, before the security seal is broken and the contents of the ballot 
box for that polling station are immediately counted. 

Polling officials, polling agents, candidates and voters can be confident 
that ballot boxes cannot be interfered with without it being very apparent 
to officials, agents and observers in the polling station and at the count. 
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Section 48 of the Constitution provides that a person may only stand for, 
and be elected as, a Member of Parliament if the person:
 
• Is a Solomon Islands citizen (If you have citizenship papers, you 
should have these papers ready at the time you deliver your nomination in 
case the Returning Officer asks you to confirm your citizenship); and 
• Has attained the age of 21 years old. 

D������������ �� ����� ��� E������� 

Section 49 of the Constitution provides that a person will be disqualified 
from standing if the person:
 
(a) is, by virtue of his or her own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state; 
(b) holds, or is acting in, any public office (This includes being employed by 
the Government as a nurse, teacher, or any other Government 
employment including provincial government. If you have recently 
resigned from public office, you should have a confirmation letter from the 
Public Service Commission accepting your resignation. The Returning 
Officer may ask to see this letter to ensure that you are not disqualified 
from standing.); 
(c) is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise 
declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in any part of 
the Commonwealth; 
(d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind 
under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands; 
(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 

world; 
(f) is under a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a 
term of, or exceeding, six months, other than a sentence in lieu of a fine, 
but including a suspended sentence, imposed on him by such a court or 
substituted by competent authority for some other sentence imposed on 
him by such a court; 
(g) is disqualified from membership of Parliament or from registration as 
an elector or from voting at elections under any law for the time being in 
force in Solomon Islands relating to
offences connected with elections (For example the person has been 
found to have contravened. s 66 of the Act); or 
(h) holds, or is acting in, any office the functions of which involve any 
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any election to 
Parliament or the compilation or revision of any electoral register for that 
purpose. 

For the purpose of paragraph (f) two or more terms of imprisonment that 
are required to be served consecutively shall be regarded as a single term 
of imprisonment for the aggregate period of those terms. 

T�� ���������� �������

Sections 26 and 27 of the Act outline the nomination rules. If a qualified 
person wishes to nominate for election he or she must: 

1. complete a nomination paper in the form prescribed by the Third 
Schedule to the Act (See the Schedule to this Handbook); 
2. deliver the nomination paper with a $2000 non refundable nomination 
deposit to the Returning Officer before the close of the nomination period 
as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above); and 
3. be nominated by three eligible nominators (see below). 

C��������� � ���������� ����� 

Potential Candidates may obtain blank nomination papers (see page x of 
this handbook) from the Returning Officer for the constituency they 
intend to contest or the Office of the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission in Honiara. In the places provided on the nomination form 
you should write the following: 

Constituency: You must write the constituency for which you intend to 
contest. 

Name: You should write your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide your 
proper name. 

Address: You should include your name as it appears on the Register of 
Electors. If you are not a registered elector, you should provide the address 
where you currently reside and where you will be contactable. 

Description or Occupation: This will depend on your description or 
occupation. If you are a Village Chief, Pastor, local businessman or farmer, 
for example, then you should write that occupation here. Alternatively, 
you may provide any other description of how you are known in your 
community. 
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Candidates must remember the following further rules concerning the 
delivery of nomination papers and deposits: 
The candidate, or one of the candidate’s nominators, must deliver the 
nomination paper to the Returning Officer. Also, faxed nominations 
cannot be accepted. 

The nomination paper must be delivered before the time for the close of 

nominations as provided on the “Section 25” notice (see above). 

Note: Late nominations cannot be accepted under any circumstances. 

The $2000 nomination deposit may be delivered by the candidate or the 
candidate’s agent 

The $2000 nomination deposit can only be paid in cash or by means of a 
banker’s draft issued by a bank carrying on business in Solomon Islands. 

A candidate may only nominate for one Constituency. 

The candidate and all his or her nominators must sign the nomination 
paper. 

Only use the nomination paper prescribed in the Third Schedule (copy 
provided in this Handbook) 

Eligible nominators 

To be an eligible nominator a person must: 
1. be on the Registered List for the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; 
2. be ordinarily resident in the constituency for which the candidate is 
standing; and 
3. have a parent who is or who was permanently residing in the 
constituency (or in the province for the constituency) which the candidate 
is contesting. (This third eligibility rule does not apply to a Constituency 
which is in, or partly in, Honiara); 

A person can only nominate one candidate for election. If a person 
nominates more than one candidate, only the first nomination paper 
delivered to the Returning Officer will be valid. All other nomination 
papers which have relied on that person’s nomination will be null and void 

(that is, they cannot be accepted). Those candidates will have to complete 
a new nomination with new nominators. 

Note: Potential Candidates may request the Returning Officer (from the 
constituency you intend to contest) to complete a Third Schedule 
nomination paper on your behalf in the presence of the candidate and all 
of the candidate’s nominators. However, the paper must still be signed 
(this may include a mark) by the candidate and the candidate’s 
nominators. 
 
Withdrawal of candidature (s 30) 

Section 30 of the Act outlines the rules for the withdrawal of candidates. 

A candidate can only withdraw his or her candidature within the 72hr 
period after the close of nominations. To have effect, the candidate must 
deliver a signed, written withdrawal to the Returning Officer for the 
Constituency contested. This statement should state the full name of the 
candidate, the candidate’s address, the persons who nominated the 
candidate and must have a declaration stating that the candidate has 
decided to withdraw his or her nomination. This statement must be signed 
and dated by the candidate. 

Note: Where the Returning Officer is satisfied that difficulty of physical 
communication prevents a withdrawal notice to be provided to the 
Returning Officer within the 72hr period, the Returning Officer may accept 
a written withdrawal given to an Assistant Returning Officer within the 
72hr period. 

Certain circumstances where withdrawal has no effect 

If a notice from a candidate reduces the number of candidates in an 
electoral constituency below one, that withdrawal will have no effect. In 
these circumstances the last remaining candidate will be declared elected 

on Election Day. After this time, the candidate will be free to resign if he or 
she still has that desire. If two or more withdrawals are received at the 
same time, or if it is not possible to determine the order in time in which 
withdrawals were delivered, and the withdrawals have the effect of 
reduce the number of candidates in an electoral constituency below one, 
all such withdrawals will have no effect. However, candidates will be free 
to lodge another withdrawal within the withdrawal period. 

“Ballot paper draw” (s 48 and Reg 2) 

The “ballot paper draw” will determine the order in which candidates will 
appear on the ballot paper. The Returning Officer will specify the place, 
date and time of the draw in the “Section 25” notice (see above). This 
draw will be undertaken in public before any interested persons. The draw 
process requires slips of paper containing the name of each candidate to 
be folded and placed in a box, rotated and drawn by a blindfolded public 
officer. Once a paper is drawn it will be passed to another public officer 
who will read aloud the name appearing on the paper. The first name 
removed from the box, will be allocated the first place on the ballot paper. 
The second name removed from the box, the second place on the ballot 
paper. The third name, the third place and so on until all candidates have 
been allocated a place on the ballot paper. If a candidate withdraws his or 
her nomination after the draw and within the 72hr withdrawal period, 
that candidate’s name will be removed from the ballot paper. At the end 
of the 72hr period, the candidate’s names, in the order they were drawn, 
will be sent to the printer for printing of ballot papers. 

Initial list of candidates (s 29) 

Within 48 hours after the close of nominations, Returning Officers will 
publish a “Section 29” notice. This notice sets out the names, addresses 
and description of each candidate for the constituency and the three 
persons who nominated the candidate. 

Final list of candidates (s 33) 

Returning Officers will publish the final list of candidates and a list of all 
electors and the polling station where these electors must vote. This 
notice will be published as soon as the final list of the polling stations 
where electors must vote is confirmed. In any event, this notice will be 
published no later than seven days before Election Day. 

Death of a candidate (s 28 and 32) 

If a candidate dies before the close of nominations, and proof of the fact is 
provided to the Returning Officer’s satisfaction, that Candidate’s 
nomination will not be included on the ballot paper. If a candidate dies 
after the close of nominations and before voting commences on Election 
Day (usually 7am), Returning Officers must cancel the election for the 
Constituency and report this cancellation and the reason for the 
cancellation to the Governor General. The election for the Constituency 
will be held again from the beginning save for the requirement that 
properly nominated candidates will not have to renominate for the 
delayed election. The Governor General will decide the date of the new 
election. 

Campaigning Rules 

The following campaigning rules are prescribed by the Act:

• It is an offence for a candidate to spend more than $50,000 on his 
or her election expenses: s 45. 
• It is an offence to commit bribery, treating or undue influence in 
relation to an election: s 70 to 73. 
• It is an offence to act or incite others to act in a disorderly manner 
for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business for which a 
lawful public meeting was called: s78. 
• It is an offence for a person, except a candidate, to wear or display 

any card symbol or emblem indicating support for a candidate or a 
political party within 50 yards of any polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for a person to make any public address indicating 
support for a particular candidate or political party within 200 yards of a 
polling station building: s 79. 
• It is an offence for any person of customary authority or religious 
influence to prohibit or influence an elector not to vote: s 80. 

Furthermore, the Electoral Commission has a policy that no electoral 
campaigning activities may be held within any premises used for electoral 
administration purposes. 

Note: The above is not a complete list of Electoral Offences; a full list of 
electoral offences prescribed by the Act can be found on page 19 of this 
handbook

Electoral expenses 

Section 45 of the Act provides that each candidate must submit to the 
Returning Officer a statement of account, specifying all expenses incurred 
by him or her during the election campaign. This statement must be 
delivered within one month of the declaration of the election result. 

If any expenses amount to more than $50,000 that candidate will be guilty 
of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding $100 or to imprisonment 
not exceeding three months, or both.

Note: If a candidate or any other person alleges a breach of any provisions 
of the Act, such allegations should be provided to the Chief Electoral 
Officer in writing. It is also important to provide the names and address of 
the persons whom the allegation is made and any documentation to 
substantiate the allegation. The Chief Electoral Officer will consider the 
substance of your complaint and determine the proper course of action to 
take. This may include referring the matter to the Public Prosecutor or 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
Appointment of agents

Appointment of Polling Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint up to two Polling Agents to attend each polling 
station within the constituency. Written notice of the appointment(s) 
must be provided to the Returning Officer for the Constituency contested 
and must contain: 

• The names and addresses of the Polling Agents; 
• The polling stations to which the agents have been assigned; and 
• The signature of the candidate. 

Written notice of appointment of Polling Agents must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than four days before Election Day. A form for 
the appointment of Polling Agents is provided on page 17 of this 
handbook and may also be obtained from your Returning Officer. 

If a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may 
appoint a replacement Polling Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed. 

Polling agents rights and responsibilities

Polling Agents have certain rights, and along with them, certain 
responsibilities for proper behaviour. (Note: Candidates who visit polling 
stations have the same rights and responsibilities as their Polling Agents.): 

Polling Agent’s Rights: 

• Observe, before voting commences, that the ballot box is empty 

and that it has been properly locked. 
• Instruct the Polling Assistant to ask all electors applying for a ballot 
paper the following questions: 

1. “Are you the person whose name is on the Register of Electors as follows 
[insert name of elector]?” 
2. “Have you already voted, for the present election at this or any other 
polling station?” 

• Protest the vote of any person whom he/she believes has 
committed the act of personation provided that they are prepared to 
substantiate their claim in court. 
• After the voting is concluded, to observe the packing by the 
Presiding Officer of all relevant materials and lists in their proper packets. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the conduct of the voting. 

Polling Agent’s Responsibilities: 

• Conduct him/herself appropriately at all times while in the polling 
station. 
• Wear his/her Polling Agent badge at all times. 
• Not directly question, or otherwise speak to, any voters while in 
the polling station, and not interfere with the voting process. 
• Not handle any electoral materials whatsoever, including ballot 
papers and the Register of Electors. 
• Not compromise the security of the ballot. Particularly, Polling 
Agents must not divulge the names of any voters in regard to whether 
they have or have not voted. To do so is a criminal offence. 
• Obey any lawful order given by the Presiding Officer. 
• Advise the Presiding Officer or Polling Assistant of any suspected 
acts of personation by any voters. 

Note: Polling will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 

appoint a Polling Agent. 

Appointment of Counting Agents (s 35) 

A candidate may appoint one Counting Agent to attend at the counting of 
votes. Written notice of the appointment must be provided to the 
Returning Officer not later than two days of polling day. 

The appointment of a Counting Agent must contain the name and address 
of the Counting Agent appointed. A form for the appointment of Counting 
Agents is provided on page 18 of this handbook and may also be obtained 
from your Returning Officer. 

Please remember that failure to properly appoint a Counting Agent may 
result in the Returning Officer refusing to admit any person who claims to 
be a Candidate’s Counting Agent. 

If a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate 
may appoint a replacement Counting Agent. The candidate must provide 
immediate written notice to the Returning Officer if a replacement is 
appointed.
 
Counting agents’ rights

Counting Agents may only: 

• Observe the counting process; 
• Object to the Returning Officer’s decision to “Reject” a ballot 
paper from the count; 
• Observe the verification of “ballot paper account”; 
• Copy details of the Returning Officer’s results after verifying the 
“ballot paper account”; 
• Advice the Returning Officer of any misconduct or irregularities 
he/she observes in the counting process. 

Counting Agents Responsibilities

Counting Agents must not have any other involvement in the counting 
process and must wear their Counting Agent badge. 

Note: Counting will continue to take place even if a candidate does not 
appoint a Counting Agent. 

Persons entitled to attend counting (s 47) 

Only the following persons are allowed to attend the room used for the 
counting of votes: 
The Returning Officer; 

• Any Assistant Returning Officer(s); 
• Candidates for the Constituency; 
• Duly appointed Counting Agents; 
• Members of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Staff of the Office of the Electoral Commission; 
• Accredited Observers; 
• Accredited Journalists; 
• Police Officer (in the case of witnessing the determination of a 
voter’s intention on a ballot paper) 

For the purposes of security there will be a police presence, however, 
police officers will be on duty outside the counting room and should only 
enter the room if requested to do so by the Returning Officer.

A guide to counting votes

Votes not to be counted (s 50 and Reg 3) 

1. Any ballot paper that does not bear the official mark will not be 

counted. 
2. Any ballot paper on which anything is written or marked by which an 
elector can be identified (other than the printed number) will not be 
counted. 
3. The following ballot papers are deemed to be informal and will not be 
counted: 

• Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box; 
• Any ballot paper which contains a mark in more than one box. 

4. Any ballot paper which does not contain a mark in one box is deemed to 
be informal and must not be counted, provided that a ballot paper will be 
counted if it is clear which candidate the voter intended to vote for (any 
determination of a ballot paper regarding the intention of the voter shall 
be done in the presence of a police officer and counting agents for 
candidates in that constituency); 

Counting and verifying votes (s 46 to 53 and reg 5) 

Counting of votes will not commence until all ballot boxes from all polling 
stations in the Constituency have been delivered to the counting centre. 
Once all ballot boxes have been delivered to the counting centre, each 
ballot box will be counted and verified individually. The Returning Officer 
with the assistance of any Assistant Returning Officers will: 

1. Exhibit each ballot box for inspection by counting officers, agents and 
candidates before it is opened. 

2. Record the condition of the ballot-box when it was received;

a. Check the security seal number securing the ballot box with the number 
shown in the Presiding Officer’s “Record of Ballot Box Security Seals” form 
b. Verify that it is the same number and that the security seal is intact 
c. If the seal number matches with that in the Presiding Officer’s “Record 

Of Ballot Box Security Seals” form, cut the seal with a sharp knife or 
scissors and commence procedures for counting the ballot papers for that 
polling station 

3. Count and record the number of ballot papers in the ballot box 

4. Arrange all rejected ballot papers in separate parcels according to the 
reason for which they were rejected: 

 (i) want of official mark; 
(ii) writing or mark by which an elector could be identified; or 
(iii) informal. 

5. Mark rejected ballot papers “Rejected”; 
6. If a Counting Agent objects to a Returning Officer’s decision to reject a 
ballot paper, the Returning officer will mark that ballot paper “rejection 
objected to”. The Returning Officer’s decision will not be review except on 
an election petition. 

7. Arrange all other ballot papers under the names of the respective 
candidates by placing in a separate parcel all those on which a mark is 
indicated for the same candidate; 

8. Count the number of votes given for each candidate; 

9. Record the number of rejected votes and the number of votes given for 
each candidate; 

10. Undertake a fresh count of all the ballot papers removed from the 
ballot box and correct any error or mistake in the admission, rejection or 
allocation of ballot papers; 

11. Make out and sign a statement setting out the number of votes given 
for each candidate and the number of rejected ballot papers recorded. 

12. Seal up all counted and rejected ballot paper taken from the ballot box 
into separate packets and endorse on each parcel a description of the 
contents;

13. The Returning Officer will then proceed to verify the ballot papers 
taken from that ballot box with the Presiding Officers’ ballot paper 
account. 

14. Once the verification process is completed Counting Agents and 
candidates are free to take down the details of the Returning Officer’s 
verification statement. 

15. The Returning Officer will then complete the above steps with the 
remaining ballot boxes separately. 

Equality of votes (s 56) 

If, once all ballot papers have been counted, an equality of votes is 
recorded; Returning Officers must undertake a recount. If after the 
completion of a recount there is still an equality of votes, the Returning 
Officer must report the fact to the Governor-General who will order that 
another election be held for that electoral constituency on such day as the 
Governor-General determines. 

Recount of ballot papers (Reg 6) 

Ordinarily, after the verification process is completed, Returning Officer 
should proceed to declaring the election result (see below). However, a 
recount must take place where there is an equality of votes and may be 
necessary in limited circumstances to ensure the integrity of the election 
result. These limited circumstances may include where the number of 
votes between two or more candidates is very close or where a 
discrepancy has been found in the verification process. Only the Returning 

Officer or the Electoral Commission may take the decision to undertake a 
recount. 

A Returning Officer will give notice of the intention to undertake a recount 
and the recount will take place as soon as is practicable after all ballot 
boxes have been counted and verified. The recount will be conducted by 
the Returning Officer with the assistance of any Assistant Returning 
Officers. In any event, a recount must take place before a public officer. 

Recount process 

1. Identify all packets to be counted and keep all ballot papers in those 
packets separate; 
2. Open each packet without destroying any writing on the packet; 
3. Count the ballot papers in the packet; 
4. Correct any error or mistake in the admission or rejection or allocation 
of any ballot paper; 
5. Record the number of votes counted in each packet; 
6. Replace the ballot papers in their original cover, reseal and refasten the 
cover, place the resealed packet in a new cover, and seal and fasten the 
new cover; 
7. Write on the new cover a statement of the fact and date of the recount 
of the votes and sign this statement; 
8. Allow any public officer or Assistant Returning Officer, who chooses to 
add their signature to the statement, to sign the statement; 

9. If an equality of votes is again recorded see above, otherwise proceed 
to the declaration of the result. 

Declaration of Results (s 55) 

The Returning Officer must declare to be elected the candidate for whom 
the most number of votes has been cast, by using the phrase: 

“I hereby declare that [insert candidate with most votes] is elected.” 

The Returning Officer will then provide a “Section 57” notice (election 
result notice) to the successful candidate and the Governor General as 
soon as is practicable after the election result has been announced. 

Once the election result has been declared it is final and cannot be 
challenged except by election petition. Such petition must be lodged with 
the court within one month of the publication of the election result by the 
Governor General. 

National Parliament Electoral Provisions
[CAP. 87]

NOMINATION PAPER
THIRD SCHEDULE
(Section 26 (2))
Electoral Constituency for which the candidate seeks election:

  Date of Election: …….. / ........ / 2014

Conditions for Nomination

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination 
paper refers, and I hereby state that I am willing to stand for election to 
the National Parliament as a Member for the above Electoral 
Constituency.

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified for 
election to the National Parliament in accordance with the law now in 
force in the Solomon Islands, that is to say:

(a) I am a citizen of Solomon Islands;
(b) I have attained the age of 21 years;

(c) I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state;
(d) I am not holding, or acting in, any public office;
(e) I am not an undischarged bankrupt having been adjudged or 
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law for the time being in force in 
any part of the Commonwealth;
(f) I have not been certified insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon 
Islands;
(g) I am not under sentence of death imposed by a court in any part of 
the world, or under a sentence of imprisonment for a term of or exceeding 
six months other than a sentence in lieu of a fine but including a 
suspended sentence imposed by such a court or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a court;
(h) I am not disqualified from membership of the National Parliament 
or from registration as an elector or from voting at elections under any law 
for the time being in force in Solomon Islands relating to offences 
connected with elections;
(i) I am not holding or acting in any office the functions of which 
involve any responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct of any 
election to the National Parliament or the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register for that purpose.
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